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I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I appreciate the contin-
ued support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
December 15, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to the Yugoslavia (Serbia and Monte-
negro) emergency declared in Executive
Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, and with re-
spect to the Kosovo emergency declared in
Executive Order 13088 on June 9, 1998.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979
December 15, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 204 of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.

1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency de-
clared by Executive Order 12924 of August
19, 1994, to deal with the threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States caused by the lapse of
the Export Administration Act of 1979.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Gay and Lesbian
Luncheon
December 16, 1999

Well, thank you very much. First, I want
to thank Mark and Peter and Andy and
Charles for co-hosting, chairing this. And I
thank all of you for being here.

You said some very kind things in your in-
troduction. I’d like to thank you for being
my personal friend for many years and for
all the issues we’ve discussed and all the
things we’ve talked about, including before
I became President. I’d like to thank the peo-
ple here from the White House who have
helped me to make this the most inclusive
administration in history. And I want to thank
all of you for all the issues that we’ve fought
on.

We actually had a very good year last year
in many ways, and I got most of what I want-
ed in the budget at the end. But we didn’t
get the hate crimes legislation, so I ask you
to stay with me and to make a good effort.
I think we’ve got a much better chance to
pass it in 2000, and I hope you will help me
with that.

I also think we should keep trying to get
a vote on the ‘‘ENDA’’ legislation, which I
strongly support. And one final thing—Sandy
Thurman’s here; we talked about this on the
way in—while we’ve made remarkable
progress with HIV and AIDS in the United
States, it is still raging out of control in much
of Africa and increasingly in parts of Asia.
And I think we ought to do more on that


